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Early Spring Wildflowers Around Reno 
 

Story b Rose Strickland  
Photography by Dennis Ghiglieri

Despite what is becoming an historic 
drought in Reno and most other 
places in northern Nevada’s Great 

Basin Desert, bulbs and fruit trees bloomed 
in gardens all over the city this spring. 
Wildflower aficionados are wondering if 
there will be any wildflowers on display in 
the desert this year. To answer that question, 
we made several visits to some wildflower 
hotspots: Steamboat Hot Springs to the 
south, Red Hill to the north, and Peavine 
Mountain west of Reno.

	 To our delight, we found some early, but 
hardy, blooming wildflowers as well as many 
more plants which are budding out now. It 
appeared that by early May wildflowers could 
be found on Peavine Mountain above 7,000 
feet. The Red Hill Eriogonums may be later, 
but the Steamboat buckwheats and monkey 
flowers are already starting to bloom. Enjoy 
some shots of these early bloomers.

Eriogonum caepitosum
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Top left: Erysimum capitatum - wallflower Top right: Agoseris  
Above: Diplacus ovatus, formerly Mimulus ovatus - Steamboat monkey flower
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Top left: Eremogone kingii (Arenaria)  Top right: Astragalus purshii - woolypod milkvetch  
Above left: Eriogonum Ovalifolium var. williamsiae - Steamboat buckwheat Above right: Balsamorhiza Hookeri 
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Top: Balsamorhiza sagittata - arrow-leaf balsam root  
Above left: Viola purpurea var. aurea - golden violet Above right: Astragalus andersonii 
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Top left: Prunus andersonii - desert peach  Top right: cushion phlox  
Above: Stenotus acaulis
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Society News

Virtual Meetings

Our first virtual meeting in March was a 
success and we are planning to host 

more meetings online while our meeting 
locations remain closed. When in-person 
meetings resume, we plan to stream them 
online and record them for later viewing 
for those who can’t make it to the meeting. 
Online meetings require pre-registration so 
check the Meetings and Events page on the 
website for dates, times, and links.

Sagebrush in Prisons Project 
Job Opening

The Sagebrush in Prisons Project has a 
part-time job opportunity in the Reno-

Carson City area for an assistant to the 
Nevada program lead. The Sagebrush in 
Prisons Project is a national program run 

Photo by Ethan Shaw

by the Institute for Applied Ecology which 
aims to help restore Greater Sage Grouse 
habitat while engaging incarcerated adults 
in the propagation of sagebrush plugs and 
conservation and ecological education. 
This position will help provide support for 
the program at three correctional centers in 
northern Nevada and a Federal correctional 
institution in California. Tasks will include 
supply tracking and procurement, working 
with incarcerated adults, developing 
curricula, and communicating with prison 
staff. 
	 This is extremely rewarding work as you 
not only get to help make a difference on the 
landscape, but also in people’s lives! 

https://reno.craigslist.org/edu/d/
carson-city-nevada-sagebrush-in-
prisons/7323587728.html

NNPS Rulers
Description: 

https://nvnps.org/events
https://reno.craigslist.org/edu/d/carson-city-nevada-sagebrush-in-prisons/7323587728.html
https://reno.craigslist.org/edu/d/carson-city-nevada-sagebrush-in-prisons/7323587728.html
https://reno.craigslist.org/edu/d/carson-city-nevada-sagebrush-in-prisons/7323587728.html
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Nevada Native Plant Society 
Rulers

We now offer a durable, multi-purpose 
ruler for photographing plants. It 

features four scale bars: mm/cm marks for 
closeups, cm checkboard for distant shots, 
gray scale and color bar for calibrating your 
photos. Each color swatch is labeled with 
the CMYK value for easy color-balance 
calibration. The backside of the ruler features 
our logo. 

	 The rulers are printed on water-proof 
plastic about the same thickness as a 
driver's license. They're easy to trim with 
scissors (or you can punch a hole for a 
lanyard), but sturdy enough to toss in your 
backpack without getting bent or torn. The 
ruler also makes a handy background to help 
your camera focus on tiny flowers.

$1.50 each including first-class domestic 
postage. Available in our online store at 
https://nvnps.org/node/527

https://nvnps.org/node/527


Nevada Native Plant Society
PO Box 8965
Reno NV 89507-8965

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name_____________________________________________________ 

Phone________________

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________

City__________________________ State_______ Zip_______________ 

Email__________________________________ □ Renewal

Newsletter preference: □ Paper □ Electronic
Dues are for the calendar year 
in which you join. Membership 
expiration dates are on the 
mailing labels. 

• Individual, family or group for one year ........... .$20.00
• Individual, family or group for three years ....... .$50.00
• Student or senior citizen, each year ................ .$15.00
• Life membership ............................................ .$500.00

Gifts, and bequests are tax deductible. 
Your donation in any amount is appreciated $______________
Please make checks payable and mail to: NNPS • P.O. Box 8965 • Reno, NV 89507


